
Greater Wythe Area Planning Team Meeting 
SUMMARY OF MINUTES 

August 21, 2001 
 

 
 
 
 
 
STAKEHOLDERS PRESENT: Mary Bentley, Judy Carey, David Duxbury, Carl Gaborik, 
Fred Mallory, Deanna Sheppard, Gwendolyn Taylor, Clyde Williams, & Nancy Williams 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Sydney Mason, Terry O’Neill, & Bob Trahan 
 
RESOURCE TEAM PRESENT:  Lt. Edward Lattimore  
 
GUESTS: Rev. Alberta Shannon & Suzanne Salrin 
 
I. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 Public Safety Task Force—At their last meeting the Task Force brainstormed 
who else should be a part of the group.  Each group member was encouraged to 
find an alternate who could attend meetings in their absence.  One of their next 
tasks is to decide who will attend the Olde Wythe meetings from the group.  Their 
next scheduled meeting is Monday, August 27, 2001 at 7:00 p.m.  They plan to 
meet every 1st & 3rd Monday of the month at the Kenneth Wallace Neighborhood 
Resource Center.   

 
 Recreation & Entertainment—The Day of Caring is scheduled for Friday, 

September 14, 2001.  Elyse Brown of the Volunteer Center has 24 volunteers 
lined up to do some cleanup at Hart McAlister, but she still needs about 30 more.  
Of the 24 volunteers, there are very few from the Wythe area.  There is also a 
need for a citizen’s group that will perform regular maintenance at Hart 
McAlister.  There has been a lack of communication between Hart McAlister and 
the community.  The Board needs to do outreach in the Wythe area to establish 
their presence in the community.   

 
 Infrastructure—A consulting firm was hired to look at the drainage issues in 

Wythe.  This firm is very familiar with the problem areas.  They presented some 
new options that haven’t been considered before.  The consultants will meet with 
the Infrastructure Subcommittee. 

 
 Sentara—The deadline for proposals for the Sentara property is Monday, 

September 10, 2001.  The Sentara Advisory Group will come back with a 
recommendation by late September and will report back to the Greater Wythe 
Area Planning Team. There are three proposals that the Advisory Group is 
considering:  Middle Magnet school, Hampton University, and residential use. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 4, 2001 
7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Kenneth Wallace Neighborhood Resource Center 



 
If the school system option were chosen, infrastructure changes would be needed 
for accreditation.  The lot on which Sentara sits is the only one left in Hampton 
that fits the space parameters needed for a specialized training school. An 
immediate good use is needed for the property.  The City and the school system 
do not want the property to sit vacant or go into disrepair.  Other options can be 
considered regarding long-term uses.  
 
The Wythe community needs to communicate their concerns to the parties 
involved (Sentara, other citizen groups, school representatives, etc.)  A statement 
needs to be made (verbally or in writing) from the Greater Wythe Area Planning 
Team stating what the group feels should be done with the Sentara property. 
 

 Land Use—Staff has been assigned to work on the Greenlawn property rezoning.  
There will be a community meeting with property owners in September.  The 
Land Use Subcommittee will also convene in September. 

 
II. NEIGHBORHOOD HAPPENINGS REPORT 
 

 Olde Wythe—City staff will be facilitating the Olde Wythe planning process.  
The stakeholder group consists of: (5) community representatives (Chesapeake 
Ave.); (5) neighborhood representatives (not Chesapeake Ave.); & (5) business, 
school, city, faith, Newport News.  Some concerns were expressed about the 
number of stakeholders and the areas they represent. The stakeholder selection 
process yielded more representatives from Chesapeake Ave. than from any other 
area.  Staff explained that the stakeholder selection was a good starting point, but 
additional stakeholders are needed for those areas lacking representation.  It’s 
important that everyone involved in the process go into it with equal footing.  The 
Greater Wythe Area Planning Team’s role in the Olde Wythe planning process is 
one of assisting them through the work of the Public Safety Task Force.  The 
Public Safety Task Force is serving as a resource team to Olde Wythe. 

 
The first meeting of the Olde Wythe Stakeholder Group is tentatively scheduled 
for Wednesday, September 5, 2001.  It will most likely be held in the early 
evening.  Meetings will be scheduled on the first and third Wednesdays of the 
month (at a minimum) for approximately 3½-4 months.  Meetings will last about 
3 hours.  The location has not yet been decided upon.  Dr. Diane Zahm will be the 
consultant working with Olde Wythe. 
 
At their initial meeting they will: 
 

o Develop ground rules 
o Present a clear statement of purpose (ask stakeholders to sign a moral 

contract) 
 
 



III. TIMELINE 
 

 Summary Sheet—The summary was sent to those who attended the Checkpoint 
meeting.  No comments have been received to date. 

 
 Any subcommittee with proposals to send forward to the Neighborhood 

Commission, Planning Commission, and City Council need to get their 
information together  (Codes & Infrastructure can be ready by September). 

 


